Computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging in spinal hydatidosis.
Computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging in patients with spinal hydatidosis provide comprehensive evaluation of the actual extent of the disease. Paravertebral uncalcified cysts, hardly recognizable by conventional radiologic examinations, are clearly shown by both methods. Initial involvement of the spongy bone is evident in computed tomography scans, in contrast to what usually appears to be normal in plain films or tomograms. Occurrence of cysts within the spinal canal is revealed by both types of computed scans, with magnetic resonance imaging being able to provide further information on the involvement of the spinal cord.